
Life Transformed: The Power of the Gospel 

Romans 9:30 – 10:21: The ‘Race’ for Righteousness 

Overview of the message: 

In this passage, Paul explains why Israel hasn’t (at least fully) received the 

gospel. He contrasts the Gentiles, who weren’t pursuing righteousness but 

have received it through faith, and Israel, who were pursuing righteousness, 

but didn’t attain it because they were trying to reach it through works instead 

of faith.  

Paul shows that God is completely sovereign, and chooses who he will save, 

and also that humans have complete responsibility for their behaviour and 

will be held to account by God. The reason that Israel hasn’t believed is 

because they have made the choice to reject Jesus, the ‘stumbling stone’. 

Questions 

 

1.  We’ve received righteousness from God through believing in Jesus – how 

does this impact the way we relate to God in our daily lives? 

 

2.  The Jews rejected Jesus because they thought they could achieve their 

own righteousness. How would you respond to someone who said they 

believed in God, but didn’t need Jesus because they’re a good person? 

 

3.  How does the truth that God is completely sovereign and chooses who he 

will save affect how we view ourselves in comparison to people who haven’t 

believed in Jesus? 

 

4. How does the truth that each human has complete responsibility for their 

behaviour, and has the ability to choose to believe the gospel, affect how 

we interact with people who don’t yet know Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Possible answers 

 

1.  We can have confidence to approach God, and we don’t have to feel 

condemnation when we mess up. This is a free gift, which we can be thankful 

to God for. 

 

2. Challenge them – God is perfect, holy - can they really meet His standards? 

 

3. We as believers aren’t better than people who haven’t believed – it’s only 

by God’s grace we’ve been saved, so we can’t take any credit. 

 

4. We should seek to give people the opportunity to hear, understand and 

believe the gospel, like Paul did. 


